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The Israelites had come to Mount Sinai. 

“On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a 
very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet 
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. Mount Sinai was covered with smoke because the Lord 
had descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like the smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain 
trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder. The Lord descended to the top of 
Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up…” (Exodus 19:16-20). 

The first time Moses went up on a mountain to meet with God he was met by a burning bush and given a 
mission. Now, at Sinai, Moses has led God’s people out of Egypt, and God has met him with a display of His 
power. 

God likes mountains. Ararat, Moriah, Horeb and Sinai were mountains that marked milestones in history. It 
was on Ararat that Noah found rest from the flood. On Moriah, Abraham met the God who provides. On 
Horeb, Moses found his purpose. On Sinai, God’s power was displayed before all His people. On Carmel, 
God answered Elijah’s prayer. Mount Zion became the City of David, and it was on a mount called Calvary 
where the sins of all mankind were washed away. 

Proverbs 15:24 says, “The path of life leads upward for the wise;” that means there is a climb involved. The 
valleys, the easy streets–well, David said it this way: “Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death” (Psalm 23:4). Life happens when we climb. God wants us to strive after him; to grab hold of the rock 
and climb. 

The path of life leads upward for the wise, to keep him from going down to the grave. Or, as the King James 
puts it: “That he may depart from hell beneath” (Proverbs 15:24). 

Men, as God called Moses to the top of the mountain, He is also calling us. Our rest is there; our purpose, our 
provision, our answers, our salvation–it’s all there, at the top where He’s waiting for us. “The path of life leads 
upward.” It’s worth the climb. 
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